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took place after she had surrendered the city of Forli to
Duke Cesare. She retained possession of the castle, and
refused to give it up. As soon as the pontifical artillery
began to bombard her fortress on Christmas Day, she flew,
from one of the fortalices, a banner bearing the Lion of
St. Mark, to make believe that she was leagued with Venice,
a republic then at peace with the Holy See. It was a Ve-
netian attached to the staff of Duke Cesare who exposed
the ruse, with the affirmation that his Senate had no alliance
with Madonna Caterina. The day following, she gave signs
of weakening; and requested a parley with her beleaguerer.
When Duke Cesare approached, and just was about to put
his foot on the draw-bridge over the moat by which the
castle was surrounded, suddenly and without warning the
machine swung up and in. Madonna Caterina indignantly
disclaimed any perfidious intent, and threw all blame on
the castellan, Don Giovanni Casale: but all beholders were
aware of a deliberate attempt to capture and hideously to
kill the Generalissimo, which only had failed through too
eager precipitancy. No parley took place; the siege con-
tinued; and, in time, this audacious war-wife was com-
pelled to capitulate. Duke Cesare sent her to Rome as a
prisoner-of-state, with every chivalrous consideration for
aer sex as well as for her illustrious birth as daughter of
the great Duke Francesco Sforza-Visconti of Milan: and
on her arrival in the City she was lodged in the Belvedere
Apartment of the Vatican, whence, after a futile attempt
at escape, she was transferred to honourable captivity in
the Mola of Hadrian.
During the siege of Forli an event occurred, of secondary
importance, except as evidence of the mystery surrounding
the paternity of Duke Cesare. The Most Worshipful Lord
Giovanni Borgia (detto Giuniore) Cardinal-Presbyter of
the Title of Santa Maria in Via Lata died at Urbino. He
was one of the bastards of that beautiful splendid sneak
and coward Don Pedro Luis de Lanqol y Borgia (Duke of